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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § § 1 .5 1 (b), 1 .56, 1 .97 and 1 .98, this Information Disclosure Statement 
is submitted in the above-identified patent application. A listing of documents which primarily 
provide general background, and which may be published on the face of any patent granted from this 
application is submitted herewith on Form PTO-1449. In the event any of the items listed on Form 
PTO 1449 have no specific month and/or date of publication identified: it is believed that the 
particular month and/or date of publication of these items is not of particular significance at this 
point in time; and by including these items herewith applicants do not, in any way, suggest that any 
of them bear a particular publication date that precedes the instant invention date. A copy of each 
U.S. and foreign patent, document, or each publication or portion thereof listed or herein identified, 
is submitted herewith, except that a copy of any U.S. patent application identified herein or any 
patent, publication or other information listed herein cited or submitted in a prior application relied 
upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. §§ 1 19 & 120 and identified below, is not submitted 
herewith. 



Certification 



This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted within three months of (i) the 



filing date of the above-identified U.S. National Patent application, or (ii) the date of entry into the 
U.S. National Stage of the above-identified International Application, or (iii) the date of entry into 
the U.S. National Stage of the International Application that has been assigned the above-identified 
U.S. Patent application number, whichever applies. 

X This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted prior to the receipt of the first 
Office Action on the merits received by Applicant in the above-identified application. 



filing date of the above-identified U.S. National Patent application, or (ii) after three months from 
entry into the U.S. National Stage of the above-identified International Application, or (iii) the date 
of entry into the U.S. National Stage of the International Application that has been assigned the 
above-identified U.S. Patent application number, whichever applies; and after the mailing date of 
the first Office Action on the merits of the above-identified application, but prior to issuance of the 
earlier of any Final Action or Notice of Allowance sent in such application. The certification under 
37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) is submitted separately or below, or the fee required under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(c) 
and § 1.1 7(p) is submitted herewith. 

The Examiner is requested to acknowledge consideration of the information provided in this 
paper in accordance with prescribed procedures. 

Please charge any additional fees or credit any overpayments in connection with this paper 
to Deposit Account No. 02-0725. 



This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted after three months from (i) the 




Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: 18 August 2003 
Fort Collins, Colorado 



Jear M. Macheledt 
M^fcheledt Bales LLP 

Attorney for Applicants 
Registration Number 33,956 
phone: 970.218.6798 
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Other Documents 



Examiner 
Initial 




Document Details 






Council of Industrial Boiler Owners (CIBO). CIBO Energy Efficiency Handbook, Chapter 2: 
Water Treatment, pp. 1 — 11, Nov 1 997. 






GORE® Sealant Technologies Utilities and Power Generation: Gasketing Products, Packing 
Products, online, 5 sheets retrieved and printed on 3-Aug-2003, retrieved from 
www.gorexom/sealants/english/industryutilities.html . By way of background only. 






TFCO Joint Sealant: Joint Sealant Stem Packing Description, online, one page retrieved and 
printed on 3-Aug-2003, retrieved from www.tfcoinc.com/JointSealant/JointSpecifications.htm 






Sealants and Coatings.com PRODUCT INFORMATION— Joint Sealants, online, 3 sheets 
retrieved and printed on 4-Aug-2003, retrieved from 

www.sealantsandcoatings.com/products/prodinfo-listing.cfin? By way of background only. 






Four pages depicting isometrics of deaerator tank designs, retrieved and printed on 4-Aug-2003, 
retrieved from www.sterlingdeaerator.com/Models/St_Models . . . 

By way of background reference only. 






































Examiner: Date Considered: 


EXAMINER: Initial if citation is considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw a line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



